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Year in Review
2015/16 Board of Directors

1. Jeff Scherer, President

2. Allie Golding, Vice President

3. Rob Williams, Director

4. Miranda Underwood, Director

5. Shane Malcolm, Director

6. Jozef Bauer, Director

WHO WE ARE
College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with 
student leaders. Through our member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of 
Ontario’s college students. We have an elected student Board of Directors and full-time staff who 
carry out the wants and needs of our membership.

VISION 
The College Student Alliance will be the influential voice for Ontario college students. 

MISSION 
Strong Students. Strong Colleges. Strong Leaders. 

VALUES 
Our 5 Pillars of focus are: 

1. Affordability: Tuition Fees, Per-Student Funding, OSAP 

2. Accessibility: Early Outreach, Needs Based Financial Aid, Student Employment 

3. Accountability: Curriculum, Ancillary Fees, Strategic Mandate Agreements 

4. Transferability: Credit Transfer System, Online Learning, System Design 

5. Quality: Support Services, Infrastructure, Teaching Quality
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MEMBERS

Our members include:

Cambrian (SAC), Centennial (CCSAI), Conestoga (CSI), Confederation (SUCCI), Fanshawe (FSU), 
Fleming – Peterbourgh (SAC), Georgian – Orillia (GCSA), Georgian – Owen Sound (GCSA), Niagara 
(NCSAC), Northern – Haileybury (NCSA), Northern – Kirkland Lake (NCSA), Northern – Timmins 
(NCSA), Sault (SCSU), St. Clair Thames (TSI), St. Clair – Windsor (SRC), St. Lawrence - Brockville

MAJOR ADVOCACY WINS

Win: Reform to the Ontario Student Assistance Program including introduction of the Ontario 
Student Grant, restructuring of parental contributions, and the elimination of tuition tax credits.
Document: 2016 Pre-Budget Submission, Strengthening Accessibility for Ontario’s College Students

Win: Introduction of the Sexual Violence and Harassment Action Plan Act on March 8, 2016
Document: Ministry working groups

Win: Phasing out Tuition Tax Credits in favor of up-front grants 
Document: 2014 Pre-Budget Submission 

ST. CLAIR 
T H A M E S  
STUDENTS INC .  

STUDENTS FOR STUDENTS  

tsi

Student Administrative Council
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RESEARCH EFFORTS

Our advocacy efforts are driven by our members. At our 2015 May Conference, CSA members 
selected the following topics to research: 

• International students (Government submission developed)

• Housing (Recommendation regarding housing tax credit in pre-budget submission)

• Education quality (program quality questions addressed in Nursing submission, also 
addressed in APSET committee consultations re: service quality)

In 2015-16, CSA submitted the following documents to Government:

• Should Ontario Colleges Offer Stand-Alone Nursing Degrees? Key Considerations for College 
Students (October 2015)

• Strengthening Accessibility for Ontario’s College Students: 2016 Pre-Budget Submission 
(January 2016)

• Creating a strong postsecondary international education strategy for Ontario’s college 
students (April 2016)

• Advocacy Workshop Brief (November 2016)

We hosted one internal committee:

• CSA Aboriginal Committee 

We were members of two external committees and consultations: 

• Aboriginal Postsecondary Education and Training (APSET) External working group 

• Ministers Advisory Council – APSET
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CAPACITY BUILDING

Point Bank
Point Bank is a program to provide funding to member student association’s food bank, food 
cupboards and/or breakfast programs to strengthen food security at Ontario colleges. In the 
2015/2016 school year, 13 out of 16 CSA members participated and submitted over $14,000 in 
points for point bank. 

Student Leadership Scholarship 
This annual leadership scholarship is presented by the CSA Board of Directors to 12 outstanding 
individuals across Ontario who demonstrated leadership qualities within their college community 
through volunteerism, leadership, advocacy and participation in organizations primarily focused on 
helping others. The 2015 scholarship received 64 applications from 14 out of 16 CSA member SAs. 
12 scholarships were handed out and the winners were thanked on the new CSA blog. 

ItsYourVote.ca 
For the 2015 federal election, CSA created a one-stop-shop website to provide federal election 
information to college students; information included how to vote, where to vote, and why students 
should cast their ballot. The website also featured official post-official post-secondary priorities from 
all political parties that provided them. 

October Conference 2015
Hosted by Fleming College SAC, October Conference was held in Peterborough, ON and featured 
special guests Yvan Baker, MPP for Etobicoke Centre, and the Honorable Jeff Leal, MPP for 
Peterborough and Minister of Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs.

February Conference 2016
Hosted by Sault College Students’ Union, the 2016 February Conference was held in Sault Ste. 
Marie, ON, with the theme of Canadian Aboriginal awareness. The keynote speaker was Indigenous 
speaker and activist Eddy Robinson.

May Conference 2016
Hosted by Centennial College Student Association Inc. (CCSAI) in Toronto, ON, and featured Ann 
Buller – President of Centennial College, Hon. Mitize Hunter – Associate Minister of Finance, MPP 
Lorne Coe – MTCU Critic for the Progressive Party of Ontario, MPP Jagmeet Singh – Deputy Leader 
of the Ontario NDP, and the Hon. Reza Moridi – Minister for Training, Colleges & Universities.
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CSA Awards (May Conference 2015)
CSA recognizes the achievements of its members once-a-year at the Awards Gala during May 
Conference. Four awards are handed out:

Landmark Award – for a member council that has given of their time and talents in such a way as to 
contribute significantly to the CSA and their initiatives of the last year. 

Leadership Award - for an individual who has demonstrated leadership qualities throughout the year 
within the membership, within their college SA and their community

Advocate Award – to recognize the advocacy efforts of an outstanding individual within CSA’s 
membership. 

CSA Board Excellence Award - the CSA Board Award celebrates a CSA board member who 
the membership believes embodies and demonstrates the best qualities of leadership: they’re 
knowledgeable, available, and helpful. The recipient of this award is a leading example of student 
leadership. 

The 2015/2016 winners were:

• Landmark Award: Niagara College SAC 

• Leadership Award: Deepika Gangwani (Centennial College SA Inc.) 

• Advocate Award: Rhaili Champaigne (Cambrian College SAC)

• CSA Board Excellence Award: Miranda Underwood 
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